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Scope of This Guide

This guide is written for IT professionals who are familiar with using the Microsoft® Windows Server™ 2003 operating system the Active Directory® directory service, and the DNS service, and whose knowledge of these products and services is at the level of the Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Technical Reference, the Microsoft Windows Server 2003 Deployment Kit, and recommended white papers. While this guide includes a review of basic terms and concepts of Windows Server 2003, it is not intended to replace information that is already available from these other Microsoft publications. The objective of this guide is to build on information presented elsewhere without unnecessarily duplicating it.

Although this guide focuses on planning for a simple hub and spoke deployment, the planning presented here can be extended to a more complex, multilevel, multi-hub and spoke deployment. For such a more complex environment, you can make use of the guidelines and configuration procedures presented here by breaking the corporate network design into smaller hub and spoke modules. Follow the recommendations in this guide to build each of the hub and spoke modules, then use the recommendations in the Windows Server 2003 Deployment Guide to integrate the modules into a single enterprise environment.
Improvements in Windows Server 2003 make it easier to deploy and manage Active Directory in large and small corporate environments. This guide discusses these improvements and presents recommended methods of planning the deployment of Active Directory in a branch office environment. 
This guide consists of three parts:

· Planning for Active Directory Deployment in a Branch Office Environment. This part consists of six chapters that explain the Active Directory branch office planning process and provide recommendations on how to go about it. This part also contains technical background information to help you understand the rationale for implementing your branch office design.

· Deploying Active Directory in a Branch Office Environment. This part consists of eight chapters that provide the procedures necessary to deploy Active Directory in your branch office environment. 

· Scripts and Utilities. This part consists of scripts and updated utilities that you can use during the deployment process. These scripts significantly simplify some of the operations used in the deployment process outlined in this guide. 
This guide discusses branch office deployments, but much of the information in it can be adapted to other environments. For example, the sections on staging domain controllers and monitoring domain controllers, along with the associated scripts, are useful in any Active Directory environment.
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